
 

Dear Ilan, 

I concluded the final chapters of your book. Somehow, your complex story, through so 

many difficulties, helped me to face my own shared-grief at this time, as you show so 

clearly that one “chapter,” or series of “chapters,” always gives way to yet another 

situation, with its own joys, and lessons, and sometimes struggles, as well as moments of 

seeing that the greater part of the burden that we carry is ourselves, and our rather 

fixed notions of what the way might be, for ourselves or for anyone else.  

I am entirely ignorant of some developments in the last fifty years that were quite 

important to you.  The kibbutz movement, for example, has merely been a footnote on a 

page of history, for me.  You bring it alive, and, with it, so much of the striving that has 

enlivened Jewish communities for so very long.   

Most impressive to me, perhaps, is your ongoing response to the fact of your 

blindness.  You establish an exemplary pattern that becomes clear in part from what is 

lacking on these pages---self-pity, or the itch to draw attention in any manner.   As in our 

exchanges of letters, one reads your book without often remembering a quite central 

fact in your day to day life.  You have made living itself central.   

The final chapters, touching on deeply considered conclusions and insights related to 

teachings and “ways,” was read with keen interest.  I don’t have an immediate response 

to all of what you convey in these portions of your book, and their cumulative impact.   I 

felt at moments that perhaps it was possible to keep company to something within you 

that was even deeper than what could be written and printed on a page.  But there are 

clear areas of shared experience, and points of “agreement.”  When something is alive 

inside, something impartial, receptive, and gently courageous, then all the “programs” 

and rules can fall away. You make it quite clear that “personality” reasserts itself, over 

and over in settings where teachings are intended to be a strong force, but in which 

“personality” again grabs the lead.  We will never have enough examples of this pattern 

and you have shared your experiences in this area very well.   

Warm regards, 

Jim 

 


